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Dadanast’ada, the Tsuut'ina Nation people welcome you to the
2017 IATC, hosted on their traditional land in Treaty 7 territory.
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President & Chief Executive Officer
Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada

Mr. Keith Henry is a Métis person who was born
in Thompson, Manitoba and raised in Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan. Mr. Henry achieved a
B.Ed. from the University of Saskatchewan in
1995. Mr. Henry has become an international
Aboriginal cultural tourism leader receiving
Aboriginal/indigenous recognition as the
former CEO for Aboriginal Tourism Association
of British Columbia (AtBC).

In April 2014 the inaugural World Indigenous
Tourism Alliance award recognized the work of
AtBC and Mr. Henry's leadership. Mr. Henry has
been spearheading the growth of authentic
Aboriginal tourism in Canada as he worked

to redevelop the national Aboriginal Tourism
Association of Canada as elected chair when
this organization incorporated in April 2015.

In October 2015 Mr. Henry took the full time
role as the Aboriginal Tourism Association of
Canada’s CEO.

On behalf of the Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada (ATAC) Board,
staff, and members | would like to welcome each of you to the beautiful
location of the Grey Eagle Resort on the Tsuut’ina Nation, in the traditional
territory of the Treaty Seven people. This is also part of the vibrant City of
Calgary that is home to many other Indigenous peoples including Métis,
Inuit, non-status, and several other First Nations peoples.

ATAC continues to build momentum for Indigenous tourism at an exciting
pace throughout Canada which we feel places ATAC as the world leader in
the development, marketing, and implementation of Indigenous tourism.
The reason for ATAC's ongoing success is clear. ATAC has created strong
research, secured major tourism industry partners, provided a strong
platform for governments to invest, and remained industry focused to
ensure visitors are provided authentic Indigenous tourism experiences.

Many of our tactics and successes have shaped our design of the sixth
(6th) International Aboriginal Tourism Conference (IATC). Delegates will

be taken through key aspects and strategies from our ATAC Five Year Plan
“The Path Forward 2016-2021" pillars: Leadership, Partnership, Product
Development and Marketing. Delegates have been invited to share and
enjoy some of the local Indigenous tourism experiences and of course we
will finish with our awards celebrating the best of Indigenous tourism with
Alberta and Canada during the awards event.

ATAC must thank each of you for attending and supporting the growth of
Indigenous tourism in Canada and the world.

| hope each of you enjoys the conference topics and cultural experiences
ATAC has provided the opportunities for you to explore.

In closing thank you to our key IATC partners for your support; Destination
Canada, Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada, Parks Canada,
Government of Alberta, Travel Alberta, and many others. Together we

are making significant steps forward to meet the current and growing
consumer demand seeking Indigenous experiences in Canada.
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On behalf of the organizing committee of the 2017 International
Aboriginal Tourism Conference (IATC), a warm welcome to all participants
who have gathered to join us. We are excited to be a part of the growing
opportunities that Indigenous Tourism offers across the country and for
the honour to host this remarkable event. | would like to acknowledge our
presence here on Treaty 7 Territory and to thank our cohosts the Tsuut'ina
Nation for their generous hospitality.

Raising Our Voices: Building Economy through Indigenous Tourism and
Community Stories is a strong platform for us to be true leaders in the
tourism industry. When we share the essence of who we are through our
amazing culture and traditions we open the door of opportunity for endless
possibility!

We are enthused by the excellent presenters we have gathered for this
conference who will share valuable information to ensure you and your
organization have the tools and resources to gain the momentum that

is sweeping the country. We are hopeful that you take away inspirational
ideas and breathe life into new and exciting Indigenous Tourism initiatives!

To close | want to say a big thank you to Lori Beaver, our Regional
Coordinator for her 20 years of dedication to Indigenous Tourism, as well
as to Keith Henry, the entire ATAC Team and Board of Directors for your
commitment and hard work to help drive Indigenous Tourism to the
forefront!

Director, Alberta

Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada

Brenda follows her lineage as a traditional Métis guide from
the Kwarakwante and Aseniwuche Winewak of Jasper/Grand
Cache and a descendant from the Michel First Nation. Brenda
is a Professional Interpretive guide with the Interpretive Guide’s
Association and is an active advocate of Aboriginal Tourism
through her company Mahikan Trails.

Regional Coordinator, Alberta

Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada

Lori Beaver is from the Alderville First Nation in Ontario. She

has lived in Calgary for more than 25 years. Lori has worked in
Aboriginal tourism many years, assisting entrepreneurs in all
facets of product and business development throughout Alberta.

IATC-Canada.ca
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Welcome From Keith Henry
Welcome From Alberta, Canada

Our Host Community

About the 2017 IATC Logo

Day 1: Tuesday, November 7 2017
Day 2: Wednesday, November 8 2017
ATAC Annual General Meeting
Exhibitor Marketplace & Trade Show
Cultural Tours

Keynote Speakers

Conference Speakers
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The Tsuut'ina, which means “a great number of people”, are a
strong proud nation possessing a remarkable cultural heritage.
Descended from the Athapaskan-speaking people (which include
the Navajo and Apache of the south and the Dene and Chippewa
of the north) the Tsuut’ina have preserved their traditions,

and their culture has evolved into to one that is unique to
Athapaskan-speaking people.

The current chief of the Tsuut’ina Nation is Chief Lee Crowchild.

The inspiration for the 2017 IATC conference logo is the
Grey Eagle, a symbol that holds significant meaning to the
Tsuut'ina People. Four Tsuut'ina Elders spoke about the powerful

representation in the colours of the Eagle, which is born with 2017 INTERNATIONAL
white plumes on its head. When the Eagle transitions into A B o R I G I N A L
adulthood, the plumes turn grey. At an older age, the Eagle’s TOURISM CONFERENCE
plumes turn white again. When the Grey Eagle Resort & Casino NOVEMBER 7-8 CALGARY, ALBERTA

in Calgary was built in 2007, the Tsuut’ina Nation held a contest
to come up with a name. Grey Eagle was chosen because of its
close connection to the story of the local people.

The 2017 IATC logo featuring the Grey Eagle.

CANADA

Y

edicine Hat

The Tsuut'ina nation is located adjacent to southwest Calgary city limits. It is accessible via Anderson Road SW from Calgary.
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TIME

8:30am

9:30am

10:45am

Official Grand Opening of IATC 2017
Tsuut'ina Nation welcomes all #2017IATC delegates to their territory and
leads a grand entry to celebrate the beginning of the conference.

The Path Forward for the Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada: Year 2
What has ATAC been up to this year? Keith Henry, President & CEO of the
Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada (ATAC) will share an update on
what ATAC has been working on, and what we are going towards.

Nutrition Break and Trade Show Open

Indigenous Tourism: Building a Bridge Between Economies & Culture
Senator Sinclair served the justice system in Manitoba for over 25 years.

He was the first Aboriginal Judge appointed in Manitoba and Canada’s
second. He served as Co-Chair of the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry in Manitoba
and as Chief Commissioner of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC). As head of the TRC, he participated in hundreds of hearings across
Canada, culminating in the issuance of the TRC's report in 2015.

Lunch

Hal Eagletail, Tsuut'ina Nation
Conference Emcee

Keith Henry, President & CEO,
Aboriginal Tourism Association of
Canada

Senator Murray Sinclair, Senate of
Canada, former Chief Commissioner
of the Truth & Reconciliation
Commission of Canada
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TOPIC PRESENTERS

KEYNOTE

Destination Canada David Goldstein, President & CEO,
How Destination Canada is embracing Indigenous tourism through their Destination Canada

national strategies.

Dave Laveau, Quebec Aboriginal
Tourism Autochtone Québec /

Trina Mather-Simard, ATAC Atlantic
Canada Coordinator/

Jessica Dumas, ATAC Manitoba
Coordinator/Ron Ostrom, ATAC
Northern Coordinator

PANEL

Leadership in Indigenous Tourism

How do Indigenous tourism organizations across Canada measure
success: What are we working towards?

Nutrition Break and Tradeshow Open

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

PANEL

Shaping Experiences for Success Across Canada

Whitecap Dakota Nation in Saskatchewan is preparing for a strong
tourism future. The Squamish Lil'wat Cultural Centre showcases the art
and heritage of the Squamish and Lil'wat peoples. ATAC has a number
of development programs and grants for members. Adventure Travel
Trade Association research shows high interest for authentic Indigenous
experiences.

Darrell Balkwill, Whitecap Dakota
First Nation, Saskatchewan /
Brady Smith, Squamish Lil'wat
Cultural Centre / Casey Vanden
Heuvel, ATAC Director of Business
Development / Russell Walters,
Adventure Travel Trade Association

Keith Henry, President & CEO,
Aboriginal Tourism Association of
Canada

CLOSING REMARKS
Housekeeping for Evening Cultural Experiences

Free Time Before Cultural Tours

CULTURAL TOURS TO LOCAL SITES

Join us for an evening of fun to one of the local cultural experiences:
- Painted Warrior Ranch

- Spotted Elk Cultural Centre (Brown Bear Woman Meeting Space) Tour
- Tsuut'ina Nation Culture Museum Cultural Centre Tour

- Talking Circle: Networking Event at Grey Eagle Resort Hotel

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

See Page 11 for more
information on Cultural Tours.



#2017IATC

TIME

8:30am

8:30am

10:45am
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Day 2 Opening Prayer and Welcome

International Indigenous Tourism Partnerships

Hear what is new from international partners the World Indigenous
Tourism Alliance (WINTA) and American Indian Alaska Native Tourism
Association (AIANTA)

Creative Partnerships to Grow Indigenous Tourism: How can partnerships
assist in product development and marketing growth for Indigenous
operators? Torngat Mountains Base Camp is a unique partnership between
the Inuit and Parks Canada. The Indian Village at Calgary Stampede has
been a major part of the festival for 105 years. Pond Inlet, Nunavut partners
with tour operator Arctic Kingdom to prepare for the cruise industry.

Nutrition Break and Tradeshow Open

Entrepreneur Partnerships & Signing the Deal: Highlighting case studies
on finding the right (or wrong) partners can impact your business growth.
Choosing the right partner for you. Haida Style Expeditions offers cultural
adventure tours in Haida Gwaii, BC. Metapenagiag Heritage Park is a
cultural centre in Mi'lkmagq territory in New Brunswick. Tundra North Tours
is an Inuvialuit adventure tourism company located in Inuvik, Northwest
Territories. © Roseau is a historical interpretive camp in Southern Manitoba,
recreating the live of Métis, Indigenous and French voyageurs.

Lunch

Hal Eagletail, Tsuut'ina Nation
Conference Emcee

Ben Sherman, WINTA
Sherry Rupert, AIANTA

Jillian Larkham, Nunatsiavut
Government (Torngat Mountains
Base Camp)/ Shannon Murray,
Event Partners (Calgary Stampede
Indian Village) / Moses Anagoalik
& Graham Dickson, Pond Inlet,
Nunavut, Arctic Kingdom

James Cowpar, Haida Style
Expeditions / Claude DeGrace,
Metapenagiag Heritage Park
Kylik Kisoun-Taylor, Tundra North
Tours / Georges Beaudry, © Roseau
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TOPIC

PRESENTERS

KEYNOTE

Community Driven Community Development

The Gwa'sala-'Nakwaxda’xw Nation through K'awat'si Economic
Development is eager to share the process that has been undertaken

to bring the communities vision for economic development- specifically
Tourism development - to life. This presentation will cover foundation
building through planning, bringing those plans to life and how they are
always looking to keep culture and values at the forefront of economic
development. The presentation will explore the process of incorporating

tours & packaging.

MARKETING

PRESENTATION
Learning About Your Consumer

your marketing.

our culture into our latest project- the 4 star Kwa'Lilas hotel as well as our

ATAC partnered with Destination Canada on a research project to provide
insights on the US Market. Hear about how this research can help you with

Conrad Browne & Davis
Henderson, k'awat'si Economic
Development, Gwa'sala-
‘Nakwaxda’xw Territory, British
Columbia

Aboriginal Tourism Association
of Canada / Destination Canada

PRESENTATION

Marketing with ATAC: Being Ready to Tell Your Story

ATAC works with a diverse group of market-ready experiences across
Canada - but what is “market and export ready” Learn more about how
ATAC can help you prepare for international markets.

Dené Sinclair, ATAC Director of
Marketing / Scott Roberts &
Sherry Baumgardner, Riata
Partners Inc.

PANEL
Successes in ATAC’s Marketing Channels
Hear from two ATAC members how they found success in international

Kevin Yates, Grey Eagle Resort/
James Allan, Shakat Tun /

the Piikani and Kainai tribes of Southern Alberta, Canada.

Cowboy Smithx is an Award Winning filmmaker of Blackfoot Ancestry from

markets, along with a journalist's perspective on how to clearly Val Fortney, Journalist
communicate your story for success.

Nutrition Break and Tradeshow Open

KEYNOTE

Telling your Story - Authenticity in Indigenous Voice Cowboy Smithx

CLOSING REMARKS
Housekeeping for Awards Gala

Keith Henry, President & CEO,
Aboriginal Tourism Association of
Canada

Free Time before Awards Gala

ABORIGINAL TOURISM AWARDS & CULTURAL PERFORMANCE

Join us for an evening of celebration!
- Awards presented to local and national recipients

- Dinner

- Cultural performance by Tsuut'ina hosts, local performers and Blue Moon Marquee
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ATA

The Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada (ATAC) is holding its Annual General
Meeting the morning after the conference. Everyone is welcome to attend.

o
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The purpose of the Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada (ATAC) is to improve the
socio-economic situation of Aboriginal people within the 10 provinces and 3 territories
of Canada. ATAC does that through the provision of the following services to Aboriginal
tourism operators and communities, or those looking to start a cultural tourism
business.

ATAC will develop relationships with other groups and/or regions with similar
mandates, uniting the Aboriginal tourism industry in Canada. ATAC will work to
enable collective support, promotion and marketing of authentic Aboriginal cultural
tourism businesses in a respectful protocol.

ATAC's Vision ATAC'’s Mission

To provide leadership in the development A thriving Aboriginal tourism economy
and marketing of authentic Aboriginal sharing authentic, memorable and
tourism experiences through innovative enriching experiences.

partnerships.

Support Indigenous Tourism in Canada

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY

To learn more, visit AboriginalCanada.ca/members
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The 2017 IATC will feature a large exhibitor area to house the Aboriginal Tourism Marketplace.
The Marketplace includes tourism industry organizations, artists, gift-ware & merchandise,
tourism experiences and other supporting agencies and partners. In order to ensure regular
traffic of all the 400+ conference attendees to the Marketplace area, conference breaks and
networking opportunities will be hosted on the Marketplace floor several times each day.

Cul

Guests who attend the IATC are invited to choose one of the exciting cultural tour
options with either the Painted Warriors Ranch, Spotted Elk Cultural Centre, or
the Tsuut’ina Nation Culture Museum Cultural Centre. Alternatively, guests have
the option of enjoying a Talking Circle Networking Event at the Grey Eagle Resort

ballroom that includes traditional stew and bannock and performances from local First
Nations and Métis dancers and drummers!

For more information on the Cultural Tours below, visit:

The Painted Warriors Ranch
is a 100% aboriginally owned
business that brings together
traditional learnings and great
outdoor experiences in one
Indigenous cultural facility.
During the winter months
the ranch offers a number

of specialized programes.

The Painted Warriors Ranch
was recently featured for its
unique indigenous cultural
experiences.

The Spotted Elk Cultural
Camp is a family run business.
The camp’s successful
business ventures include:
cultural tours, meeting
space, catering, and cultural
demonstrations. The Spotted
Elk Tours offer traditional
and cultural experiences that
encompass past and present
beliefs and practices. The
camp has expanded over the
years to include the Brown
Bear Woman Meeting Centre
and dance arbor.

TREATY N°7 N.W.T.

Suavey or Inoian ReservaTion'.

The Tsuut'ina Nation Culture
Museum is preserving the
community’s proud culture
and history for their future
generations though the center.
This new community museum
symbolizes the sacred circle
and the eternal continuation
and unity of all living things.
The museum is a dedication
to Tsuut'ina Elders as the
Nation continues the circle of
knowledge with the youth.

IATC-Canada.ca

PLEASE NOTE:

Cultural tours are included in
registration fees. There is limited
capacity for cultural tours.

The International Aboriginal
Tourism Conference (IATC)
offers an evening to ‘mix and
mingle’. The networking events
will create an atmosphere

for a more traditional
perspective of a ‘talking circle’.
This evening will be hosted

at the Grey Eagle Resort,
Ballroom, November 7, 6:00

- 8:30 pm. The networking
reception will offer delegates
the opportunity to grow
professional networks.
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President & Chief Executive Officer
Aboriginal Tourism Association of
Canada

AboriginalCanada.ca

Mr. Keith Henry is a Métis person who
was born in Thompson, Manitoba and
raised in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.
Mr. Henry achieved a B.Ed. from the
University of Saskatchewan in 1995. Mr.
Henry has become an international
Aboriginal cultural tourism leader
receiving Aboriginal/indigenous
recognition as the former CEO for
Aboriginal Tourism Association of British
Columbia (AtBC).

In April 2014 the inaugural World
Indigenous Tourism Alliance award
recognized the work of AtBC and Mr.
Henry's leadership. Mr. Henry has been
spearheading the growth of authentic
Aboriginal tourism in Canada as he
worked to redevelop the national
Aboriginal Tourism Association of
Canada as elected chair when this
organization incorporated in April 2015.
In October 2015 Mr. Henry took the full
time role as the Aboriginal Tourism
Association of Canada’s CEO.

Former Chief Commissioner of the Truth & President & Chief Executive Officer

Reconciliation Commission of Canada
Senate of Canada
SenCanada.ca

Senator Sinclair served the justice
system in Manitoba for over 25 years. He
was the first Aboriginal Judge appointed
in Manitoba and Canada'’s second.

He served as Co-Chair of the Aboriginal
Justice Inquiry in Manitoba and as
Chief Commissioner of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
Senator Sinclair has been invited to
speak throughout Canada, the United
States and internationally, including
the Cambridge Lectures for members of
the Judiciary of various Commonwealth
Courts in England.

He served as an adjunct professor of law
at the University of Manitoba. He has
won numerous awards, including the
National Aboriginal Achievement Award
(1994 ) and the Lifetime Achievement
Award (2016) from Indspire, the
Manitoba Bar Association’s Equality
Award (2001) and its Distinguished
Service Award (2016). He was appointed
to the Senate on April 2, 2016.

Destination Canada
DestinationCanada.com

Before joining Destination Canada

in December 2014, as President and
CEO, David led the Tourism Industry
Association of Canada (TIAC) from April
2010. At TIAC, David worked to increase
industry alignment and has positioned
the organization to forge a more forceful
and credible voice for tourism issues

at the national level. His long history in
media and advocacy helped TIAC raise
political awareness around tourism

as one of the country’s leading export
sectors, leading to key initiatives such as
the Federal Tourism Strategy.
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Chief Executive Officer
k'awat'si Economic Development
Corporation

KEDC.ca

Conrad joined the Gwa'sala-
‘Nakwaxda’xw Nations as an economic
development officer in 2010 after leaving
his position as District Compliance
Leader / Operations Manager with the
then Ministry of Forests and Range,

in the Provincial Government of BC.
When KEDC was formed in 2014, he
became the CEO to provide leadership
in realizing the many great initiatives
planned for the community.

Conrad has over 30 years of experience
in the resource sector combined with
hospitality and restaurant businesses.
Growing up in Alberta, Conrad spent
his formative years in agricultural and
ranching. Conrad also has his 4th class
Power Engineer’s ticket as well as his
Chef's papers.

Creating high functioning teams is a
passion. His time working with and
learning from the great Gwa’sala-
‘Nakwaxda’xw community is continuing
his drive to see all of the areas that he is
working on succeeds.

Tourism Coordinator

k'awat'si Economic Development
Corporation

KEDC.ca

Davis Henderson is the Tourism
Coordinator for KEDC and is responsible
for the development of culture and

tour packages for Kwa'lilas Hotel, Pier
Side Landing and Nakwakto Rapids;
coordination of the artist selection with
Shain Jackson; and management of

a number of agencies that work with
KEDC in public relations, advertising, and
design. He has been with KEDC since
September 2015.

Prior to his position at KEDC, Davis
worked for the Sacred Wolf Friendship
Centre. He studied Destination Resort
Management at Capilano University.
Davis has been a proud member of

the community since his early days,
having strong ties to the community
through his parents (Johnny Henderson,
Nakwaxda’xw and Tina Henderson,
Gwa’sala).

At a young age he developed a passion
for the Gwa'sala - Nakwaxda’xw culture
and joined the Tlatlatlonam Singing
group that was founded in memory of a
lost brother.

Artistic Director

liniistsi Treaty Arts Society

liniistsi.org

Cowboy Smithx is an Award Winning
filmmaker of Blackfoot Ancestry from
the Piikani and Kainai tribes of Southern
Alberta, Canada. Cowboy is the founder
and curator of the highly acclaimed
International Indigenous speaker series
“REDx Talks.” He also serves as the
Artistic Director of the liniistsi Treaty Arts
Society.

He writes, directs and produces film
works in documentary, narrative, music
video and experimental genres. Cowboy
is currently working in Indigenous
education, Cultural consultation and
Youth work across the globe. Cowboy
hosts the critically acclaimed podcast
“The Silent X".
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Co

2017 IATC Emcee

Conference Emcee
Tsuut'ina Nation
TsuutinaNation.com

Founder
Shakat Tun
ShakatTunAdventures.com

Guide
Arctic Kingdom - Pond Inlet
ArcticKingdom.com

Chief Executive Officer
Whitecap Dakota First Nation
WhitecapDakota.com

Senior Marketing Consultant
Riata Partners Inc.
RiataPartners.com

Owner
O Roseau
Oroseau.ca

Owner
Haida Style Expeditions
HaidaStyle.com

Chairperson
Metepenagiag Heritage Park
MetPark.ca

Founder & President
Arctic Kingdom
ArcticKingdom.com

ATAC Manitoba Coordinator
Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada
AboriginalCanada.ca

Journalist
Calgary Herald
CalgaryHerald.com

Founder
Tundra North Tours
TundraNorthTours.com

Director of Tourism
Nunatsiavut Government
Nunatsiavut.com

Executive Director
Quebec Aboriginal Tourism Autochtone Québec
TourismeAutochtone.com



Atlantic Canada Coordinator
Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada
AboriginalCanada.ca

Event Partners
Calgary Stampede Indian Village
CalgaryStampede.com

Northern Coordinator
Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada
AboriginalCanada.ca

Principal, SCR Ventures
Riata Partners Inc.
RiataPartners.com

Board President

American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association - AIANTA

AIANTA.org

Chairperson
World Indigenous Tourism Alliance - WINTA
WINTA.org

Director of Marketing
Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada
AboriginalCanada.ca

#2017IATC IATC-Canada.ca

Executive Director
Squamish Lil'wat Cultural Centre
SLCC.ca

Director of Business Development
Aboriginal Tourism Association of Canada
AboriginalCanada.ca

North America Strategic Director
Adventure Travel Trade Association
AdventureTravel.biz

Hotel General Manager
Grey Eagle Resort
GreyEagleResortandCasino.ca
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