
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEǧ

IRdMKeRSYW TSYVMWQ AWWScMaXMSR SJ CaRada SYcceWWJYPP] DePMZeVWǧ
IRdYWXV]-WaZMRK FYRdMRK XS IRdMKeRSYW TSYVMWQ BYWMReWWeWǧ

678 XoYViWm bYWineWWeW haZe VeceiZed gVanXW fVom ITACƅW COVID-19 SXimYlYWǧ
DeZelopmenX FYnd Wince Xhe onWeX of Xhe pandemicǧ

ǧ
COAST SALISH TERRITORY (VaRcSYZeV, BC)ž Ɓ NoZember 3, 2020ž žƁ Last [eek, the Indigenousǧ
Tourism Association of Canada (ITAC) a[arded the final phase of the COVID-19 Stimulusǧ
DeZelopment Fund grants as part of their ongoing efforts to help Indigenous tourism operatorsǧ
recoZer and build resilienc] from the deZastating impacts of COVID-19. Since the inception ofǧ
the fund in March, ITAC has a[arded 678 non-repa]able contributions of up to $25,000 perǧ
applicant, totalling $16.21 million. These grants, [hich haZe reached a mi\ of e\port-, market-ǧ
and Zisitor-read] Indigenous tourism businesses in Canada, [ere made possible [ith theǧ
support of the Federal GoZernment Zia Indigenous SerZices Canada.ǧ
ǧ
Since COVID-19 began to seZerel] impact the Canadian tourism and hospitalit] industr] inǧ
March, ITAC has been [orking to deZelop solutions for recoZer] and resilience for its members.ǧ
Recogni^ing the immediate need of the communit], ITAC deferred its žannual deZelopment grantǧ
mone] along [ith a large amount of saZings from other programs to establish thež žCOVID-19ǧ
Stimulus DeZelopment Fundž žat the beginning of the traZel restrictions. Additionall], in June theǧ
Federal GoZernment announced ž$133 million to help Indigenous businesses suffering theǧ
economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, of [hich $16 million [as to be allocated inǧ
support of Indigenous tourism businesses and deliZered b] ITAC. žThis [as a direct response toǧ
ITACƅs strategicž adZocac] campaign that emphasi^ed the impacts of COVID-19 on theǧ
once-thriZing Indigenous tourism industr].ǧ
ǧ
ƈThe impacts of COVID-19 on our Indigenous tourism sector cannot be understated,Ɖ sa]s Keithǧ
Henr], ITACƅs President and CEO. ƈPrior to 2020, Indigenous tourism [as industr]-leadingž andǧ
outpacing Canadian tourism actiZit] oZerall but this came to an almost complete standstill. Theǧ
abilit] to adZocate and step up alongside Indigenous SerZices Canada to proZide financialǧ
support to struggling businesses is e\actl] [hat ITAC is here for.Ɖǧǧ
ǧ
ƈThis funding [ill help Indigenous tourism businesses to protect jobs and support their recoZer]ǧ
from the pandemic. Our message to those [hose jobs depend on Indigenous tourism is clear:ǧ
[eƅZe been here for ]ou [ith immediate measures to help ]ou surZiZe this pandemic, and [eƅllǧ
get through this, together.Ɖ Ɓ The Honourable MȒlanie Jol], Minister of Economic DeZelopmentǧ
and Official Languages.ǧ
ǧ
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ƈThe Indigenous tourism industr] is a driZing force of man] local economies across Canada. Asǧ
the industr] has been particularl] hard hit economicall] b] the COVID-19 pandemic, ourǧ
goZernment has contributed $16 million to support Indigenous tourism businesses in need,ǧ
through the Indigenous Tourism Association of Canada. This funding is helping Indigenousǧ
tourism businesses [eather COVID-19 b] supporting businesses as the] seek out ne[ [a]s ofǧ
operating in a changed [orld.ƉƁThe Honourable Marc Miller, Minister of Indigenous SerZicesǧ

ǧ
ƈWe thank the Honourable Minister Jol] and the Honourable Minister Miller and their respectiZeǧ
teams for continuing to listen and respond to the unique needs of the Indigenous tourismǧ
industr] in Canada,Ɖ sa]s Henr]. ƈWe are grateful for their continued support and trust throughǧ
these difficult times and their support reflects an understanding of ho[ important our sector isǧ
to the Canadian tourism econom].Ɖǧǧ
ǧ
No[, as Canada faces a second [aZe of the pandemic, ITACƅs ongoing adZocac] campaignǧ
continues to be relentless in petitioning for much-needed financial support from federal andǧ
proZincial goZernments for the Indigenous tourism industr]. ITAC [ill continue to pursueǧ
increased support for the stimulus grant program and remains united in facing the impacts ofǧ
the COVID-19 pandemic.ǧ
ǧ
To Zie[ frequentl] asked questions, clickž žLeVež.ǧ
To Zie[ Phase Si\ successful applicants, click žLeVež.ǧǧ
To Zie[ Phase FiZe successful applicants, click žLeVež.ǧ
To Zie[ Phase Four successful applicants, click žLeVež.ǧǧ
To Zie[ Phase T[o and Three successful applicants, clickž žLeVež.ǧ
To Zie[ Phase One successful applicants, clickž žLeVež.ǧ
To Zie[ our frequentl] asked questions, click žLeVež.ǧǧ
For more information on the ITACƅs COVID-19 DeZelopment Stimulus Fund, clickž žLeVež.ǧ
To Zie[ all of ITACƅs communications around COVID-19 and the resources aZailable, click žLeVež.ǧ
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AbSYX XLe IRdMKeRSYW TSYVMWQ AWWScMaXMSR SJ CaRadaǧǧ
The Indigenous Tourism Association of Canada (ITAC) is the lead organi^ation tasked [ithǧ
gro[ing the Indigenous tourism industr] across the countr].  Inspired b] a Zision for a thriZingǧ
Indigenous tourism econom] sharing authentic, memorable and enriching e\periences, ITACǧ
deZelops relationships [ith other groups and regions [ith similar mandates. B] uniting theǧ
Indigenous tourism industr] in Canada, ITAC [orks to enable collectiZe support, productǧ
deZelopment, promotion and marketing of authentic Indigenous cultural tourism businesses in aǧ
respectful protocol.  Due to žCOVIDž-19, ITAC recentl] released ža report žon the financialǧ
challenges facing Indigenous tourism operators and recommended stimulus solutions.  As [ell,ǧ
a 2020-2021 reZised žaction planž focused on sustaining Indigenous tourism in the face ofǧ
COVIDž-19 [as released in March.ǧǧ
ǧ
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